Chelmsford:
Stedman or Steadman Street?
Examine the Evidence. You Decide.

John Langner, December 2020

There has long been confusion about the spelling of Stedman (or Steadman) Street in Chelmsford,
Massachusetts. Which spelling is correct? Where did the other spelling come from? (page 36) Why
does the confusion persist?

This is what my research revealed. If you are in a hurry, you can get the most important points by
reading the first and last pages. You will surely want to go back and read the whole story.

Places using Stedman: (starting on page 2)

e Google Maps, OpenStreetMap, Apple maps, Map Quest, Bing Maps, Rand McNally, U.S.
Geological Survey, Here We Go, Via Michelin, Waze, Roadtrippers, TomTom GPS, “The Town
Book” (telephone book), Official Chelmsford GIS town maps.

e Business Signs. Property deeds.

e Driver’s License and car registration.

e Bills from Town Hall: Real Estate Tax, Car Tax, Water.

e History of Chelmsford, by Wilson Waters, 1917, covering Colonial times into early 20™ Century.

e History of Chelmsford 1910-1970, by Eleanor Parkhurst, edited by Fred Merriam, 2011.

e Numerous Chelmsford historical documents including 1900 recording in the Book of Roads.

e Lists of residents compiled by the Chelmsford Registrars of Voters.

o Three Stedman families lived on the street late 1800s and early 1900s. Genealogical records
indicate the street was named after one of them, John G. Stedman.

e The street name sign at Westford St.

e The street name sign at Chelmsford St - sometimes yes, sometimes no.

Places using Steadman: (starting on page 32)

e Some of my mail - mostly the junk mail.
e The street name sign at Chelmsford St - sometimes yes, sometimes no.

In the following pages, we will dig into the historical records to discover the reason why there is some
confusion about the spelling. It will become clear that the “Steadman” spelling is the result of a careless
mistake and some questionable record keeping in 1926. Almost everyone realized that spelling was
bogus and continued using the original “Stedman” name.
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Places using Stedman St

Google Maps https://www.google.com/maps/@42.6209895,-71.347869,16z
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OpenStreetMap https://www.openstreetmap.org/#map=16/42.6222/-71.3513
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https://www.google.com/maps/@42.6209895,-71.347869,16z
https://www.openstreetmap.org/#map=16/42.6222/-71.3513

Map Quest https://www.mapguest.com/embed?center=42.61939413974092,-

Apple maps

71.34916305541992&zoom=15&maptype=map
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https://www.mapquest.com/embed?center=42.61939413974092,-71.34916305541992&zoom=15&maptype=map
https://www.mapquest.com/embed?center=42.61939413974092,-71.34916305541992&zoom=15&maptype=map

Bing Maps https://www.bing.com/maps/embed?h=400&w=500&cp=42.62073278964417"-
71.34993660106616&IvI=15&typ=s&sty=r&src=SHELL&FORM=MBEDV8
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https://www.bing.com/maps/embed?h=400&w=500&cp=42.62073278964417~-71.34993660106616&lvl=15&typ=s&sty=r&src=SHELL&FORM=MBEDV8
https://www.bing.com/maps/embed?h=400&w=500&cp=42.62073278964417~-71.34993660106616&lvl=15&typ=s&sty=r&src=SHELL&FORM=MBEDV8
http://maps.randmcnally.com/

United States Geological Survey.
http://www.chelmsfordgov.com/CHCwebsite/PDF files/USGS 2015 SouthEast.pdf
w U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
‘ U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
science for a changing world
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Same in 2012 map: http://www.chelmsfordgov.com/CHCwebsite/PDF files/USGS 2012 SouthEast.pdf

Here We Go  https://wego.here.com/?map=42.6115,-71.3309,15,normal
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http://www.chelmsfordgov.com/CHCwebsite/PDF_files/USGS_2015_SouthEast.pdf
http://www.chelmsfordgov.com/CHCwebsite/PDF_files/USGS_2012_SouthEast.pdf
https://wego.here.com/?map=42.6115,-71.3309,15,normal

Via Michelin https://www.viamichelin.com/
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Waze https://www.waze.com/
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https://www.viamichelin.com/
https://www.waze.com/

Roadtrippers  https://maps.roadtrippers.com/?Ing=-
71.34918032096755&1at=42.615950269071305&2z=15.559793893399803

0 Calvary Chopel
Chetmaford

3

TomTom GPS navigation system
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https://maps.roadtrippers.com/?lng=-71.34918032096755&lat=42.615950269071305&z=15.559793893399803
https://maps.roadtrippers.com/?lng=-71.34918032096755&lat=42.615950269071305&z=15.559793893399803

This is the only paper map | could find at home.

The mailing label, address listings inside, and the map in the back all use the same spelling.
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Last, but certainly not least, Town of Chelmsford official Geographic Information System (GIS) map.

https://chelmsfordma.mapgeo.io/

GIS Mapping
This link will provide information individual properties and a variety of layered maps such as; topography, open space, land
conservation, zoning and districts, historic & cultural resources, water and wetland resources

Town of Chelmsford, MA

E Property e Q ~ — PropertQQ

W

|

NOrthw
es
MUtNwest Expy LE
u -
U:U ‘IJ‘. -. o x '\\\\\
—— o
AW v g o PR | !‘
=% 7 T WS -
B8 | /5 3“6' ‘st
'. 4 "'lr‘- f . A » o o
A GHE & } : » A e, St p 3
= :---"" _a"."'( ' &\ #° JPaty WA “‘.
N v P& 7 Map data ©2020 500 ft ke———eed _ Terms of Use = Report a map error

All of the modern maps, that | could find, have the same spelling.

The name does not change when going over the town line.
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https://chelmsfordma.mapgeo.io/

Historical Maps
Chelmsford Water District 1939

http://www.chelmsfordgov.com/CHCwebsite/PDF files/1939WaterlineMap.pdf
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Chelmsford Water District 1956

http://www.chelmsfordgov.com/CHCwebsite/PDF files/1956WaterlineMap.pdf
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http://www.chelmsfordgov.com/CHCwebsite/PDF_files/1939WaterlineMap.pdf
http://www.chelmsfordgov.com/CHCwebsite/PDF_files/1956WaterlineMap.pdf

All of the signs on the Chelmsford side of the town line have the same spelling.

STEDMAN STREET
CHELMSFORDMA.

Page 11 of 62



Across the town line, there are many other signs, all with the same spelling. Here are just a few.

All of these, and others, are in 100% agreement about the spelling.
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Car Tax Bill --- Same address on Driver’s License and car registration

Water Bill

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

a xp '
IAXPAYER'S COPY MAIL PAYMENTS TO: . 2020
DO NOT MAIL CASH CALENDAR YEAR
Town of Chelmaford :
FOR FURTIFN (NFCIMATION
LECTOR OF TAXES PO Box 100 DATE OF ISSUE BILL NUMBER | REGARDOW Tois SOTICE,
- s 02/14/20 17103 ARE OF DOARD OF
JOHN B. SOUSA Chelmsfod, MA 01824 / AStEesoRA
{F HOT PAID WHEN DUTL
REGISTRATION | TAXDATE |MOOEL YEAR| MAXE | VALUATION |  VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NO. EXCISEDUE | smit 10 PINAL TS Of
01/01 2002 TOYT 1256 31 . 4 O ClARGE AND FELS, INTERFST
ACCKLRS ON A'ﬁ. UNPAID
SeATE EXCTaE ZATE | NOTICE OF MOTOR VEHICLE AND TRAILER EXCISE FOR THE | AHATEMENT :-:‘l_;\‘;}rf;?;‘ fg‘%ﬁl“
33%.00 YEAR 2020 DUE AND PAYABLE WITHIN 30 DAYS OF ISSUE RATECP 12%
st THS PORM ANRONED BY T
020-02 INTEREST DEFARTMENT OF SEVENLE
)00 0 OO Office Hours
A5 585 DEMARD Mon, Wed, Thuars
ERH Ah_l[ 400 PM
e
LANGNER, JOHN W CHARGRS 230 AM - 7:00 P\
115 STEDMAN ST TOTAL Fr e
o £30 AM - 1.00
CHELMSFORD, MA 01824-1823 DUE 21.40
Due Date - 03/17/20 TAXPAYER'S
COPY

03 20 017103 0000003140 031720 0D0OOO31403

Chelmafoed Water Dismet
20 Watershod Lane
Chelemsfoed, MA 01824
GO0001  DOVBI20

CHELMSFORD
WATER DISTRICT

Administration 978-256-13K1 Please inchade Account Numbet on C;;k_
Operations: 978-256-2931 Account Number: 710
Moruday - Fridiay, §:00AM - 4:009% Cutrent Charges =
Credits "s'b.'bb;
SCH 5-DIGIT 01821 Prior Balance $0.00
John Langner Interest
115 STEDMAN ST i
CHELMSFORD, MA 01824-1823 Total Due o]
R LT O P LU GRS 1 FETERTTL T LR T
Due Date 10/31/2020
Account W ] Service Location Parcel Identifier Issue Date Due Date
710 115 STEDMAN ST 75 09/22/2020 1013172020
Meser Readimgs Usage Semnmary New Charge Semmacy
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A few examples of town Real Estate Tax bills -- Always “Stedman”

FISCAL YEAR 2003 PAELMWINARY ACAL ESTATE TAX BILL
Barwt ont asseczeerts ax of Sevuary 1. 2001 pour Hew Exine Tax for (he aiad yous Degrersey
Dy 1. 2007 et bty e M0 2002 a0 Be 0008 21 Faed Estaty Jeocrded bivom 1 o6 tolews

TAXPAYER'S COPY

THE COMMONAEAL TH OF MASSACHUSETTS
OFFICE OF THE COLLECTOR OF TAXES

TOWN OF CHELMSFORD

Inturast at the raso of 14% par annom wil

nocue on oveiue payments koo the due cat

%w | Ml giayment is made.

FISCAL YEAR 2002 PRELIMINARY REAL ESTATE TAX BiLL

COLLECTOM OF TANES

CHARLES F. MANSFIELD

BillNo 3200
PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION
Location 115 STEDMAN ST oy
Map 33 Block 120 Lot 3 P i
Book 02457 Page 0230 Deed Date /281981 Current Payments/ Credits $0.00
GMNNEFRJWW 15t Paymant Due 8/172001 =
g;ms' g o 2nd Payment Due 11172001 s
Amount Due 8/1/2001: _—
1 053 2002 03290000 4 DODOLO3L?5 M
Bawwa) 0n sewooorveras m of Jaaevy 1, 20VY,
your Rawt Fiatat Toe Yo the Sl yrer Town of Chelmsford
T . Y o TRy oy Fiscal Year 2012 3rd Quarter 3rd Quarter Recelpt
e & m& Actual Real Estate Tax Bill ___Keep This Nﬂb'i For Your Receipt
o this the 1ast bil you getinthemall g ——— o ——————— 1 | Account Number 3290
Sign up for Papariess Biling Todey ) Rel Estate Tax -— |
PayGuiine www.townofchelmsford.us Community Presecvation Fund am | A
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION Spocidl Assessments $0.00 | X
7 Sublots Gl P
135 STEDMAN ST b : —
Lang Area 224 AC |p,y,,,:,?‘wc“ = ]l A
Fyrcst © 31208 o AbssamentExsmpsans soi0 | Y
' o b ol Sones ‘“""""’ m 41 Q. Instaliment us 03012012 e E
I - 101 L o | o Lu| B
Tax RatoPer $1.000  $17.49 3rd Qi TaxCPF Due: 2012012 SRR |
Assassed owner a5 of January 1, 2011 [ |
LANGNER JOHN W AMOUNTDUE gy o
o PR 1 2 02/01/2012 [ 1P
CHELMSFORD, MA 01824 ( == == et at the rate of 14% par somum wil sccrus on L4
nverdue peymernts f:om the due date unttl payment ls made.
0L 32 113067 0D0ODLY543% 020312 DODOL454349
TAXPAYER COPY TOWN OF CHELMSFORD Bill #: gzZuu
T
FISCAL YEAR 2015 1st QTR PRELIMINARY REAL ESTATE TAX S (e
Assessad as of January 1, 2014
[ FROPERTY DESCRIFTION. TAX SUMMARY B Dot
Owrwer 1 LANGNER JOHN W Land Value 15t Quarter >
Owrec 2 GALP | Buking vae 200 Quanias _—
Location 115 STEDMAN ST Totni Tasxable Vaue - e o
224 Aces
m‘:;' 331205 Real Egtme Tax L ———1 Payments/Cracits 000
Book'\Page 0248702350 Special Assessments - ::::8 :g:
ke e i
D’"_m C on L 3600 Penakies $000
‘/rfﬂasnuthﬁnh*’ —— T - 5 —
LANGHER JOHN W 7 AMOUNT DUE 08/01/2014
GAL P / \
115 STEDMAN 5T /
CHELMSFORD, MA,

01 15 154659 0000164507 D&0L1Y4 0O000LL45077

Payments made after 06/132014 —om
may not be reflected on tys bil

hitp:liwww.townofchelmsford.us
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Property Deeds

Sty - e o T . . .-

| 'BK2301 S
L E BK23801 G 194 P,
I, LUCY M, HENDERSON, individual .
4 .
of Chelmsford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts

in consideration of thirty-seven thousand four hundred and no/100
($37,400.00) dollars

gnnt to LAURENCE C, JONES, JR, and LORNA J, JONES, husband and wife,
L_ as tenants by the entirety, both

121 Stedman Street, Chelmsford, Mass, WARRANRTY
- , i ' with JNREINHK coverants
the land in gaid Chelmsford, with the buildings thereon, situated on
the northeasterly side of Stedman Street, and bounded and described
as follows: Beginning at the southwesterly corner of the premises
at a stone bound in the northeasterly line of Stedman Street, at the
northwesterly corner of land now or formerly of Edward Drewett; :hancL
northeasterly along sald last mentioned land five hundred and seventy}
: nine (579) feet to land now or formerly of one Riley; thence at an
angle of 88"5' northwesterl along yand of said Riley seventy-three
(73) feet; thence at an ans e of 91755' southwesterly still along
land of said Riley six hyndred ten (610) feet to said Stedman Street;
thence at an angle .of 65°39' southeasterly along said Stedman Street
seventy (75) feet to the point of beginning, Containing forty-three
thousand five hundred sixty (43560) square feet of land.

For my titlc see deed of George T. Little et al dated June 15, 1931
and recorded in Middlesex North District Registry of Deeds, Bookﬁoq v
Pases‘lm Fo war Bl iy bune k—ifn‘uj\ OF¥in 7? “‘«ﬁlun“ uhy

. ' ,

- A e or e 'czs‘ 5
v TS L et -
e ——— -

i

R a ST 54 1 Rt P O CR ‘;}j
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O v ar L ._"BK2497-=_A

———— — —— . 1 -

BK2497 PG 230 -

\7& 1, Linda Rondesu, of Brookline, Norfolk County, Massachusetts, Exscutrix
3 v .

]
g Do

U Mmrice Mariz Rondeau, late of Chelmsford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts,

o Middlesex County Probate Dockat Number 535188, '
}) bypm§7ea11§i§tedbyunauofmdmddleeumcyhobatgmtdam

August 27, . o

< : ‘ and every other power,
v for Sixty-Seven Thousand Nine Hundred and 00/100 Dollars

§ paid, grants to Jon W. Langner and Gail P. Langner, husband and wife,

as tenants by the entirety,

g shacksodotre both of 115 Stedman Street, Chelmsford, Middlesex County, Massachusetts,
%) The land in Chelmsford, Middlesex Cownty, Massachusetts, with the bulldings theremn,
N\ situated on the easterly side of Stedmen Street, consisting of two certsin parcels

of land, bounded and described as follows:

FIRST PARCEL: Beginning at the southwesterly cormer of the premises at a stone
bound on the easterly side of said Stedman Street distant one hundred sixty-one

ad five hundredths (161.05) feet northwesterly fram a stume bound established

by the Town of Chelmsford in the easterly line of said Stedmnan Street; thence
northeasterly along land of Albert C, Williams now or fommerly, five hundred forty-
one and sixteen hundredths (541.16) feet to a stone bound; thence at an angle '
of 88° 5' northwesterly land of Patrick J. Riley, now or fommerly, ninety- y
one and fifteen lundredths (91.15) feet to a stone bound; thence at an angle of

91° 55' southwesterly along sald land now or formerly of Riley, five hundred seventy-
nine and thirty-four hundredths (579.34) feet to a stone bound at said Stedman !
Street; thence at an angle of 65° 39' southeasterly along said Stedman Streest

100 feet to the point o Containing 1.17 acres more or less and being
shown on a plan of land entitled "Plan of Land in Chelmsford, Mass., belmging

to Patrick J. Riley, surveyed July 1903, by Smith & Brooks, C.E.'s, Lowell, Mass,

SECOND PARCEL: Be at the southwesterly cormer of the premises at a stone
Bownd In the northeasterly line of said Stedman Street at the nortihwesterly corner
of land now or formerly of Abraham Chalifoux; thence northeasterly along said
last mentioned land five hundred five and thirty-four hundredths (579.34)
feet to a stone bound at land of P J. Riley now or formerly; thence at an
angle of 88° 5' northeesterly still almg said Riley's land seventy-five and twenty-
nine hundredths (75.29) feet; thence at an angle of 91° 55' soutiwesterly still
on sgid Riley's land six hundred ten and four hundredths (610.04) feet to said
Stedman Street; thence at an angle of 65° 39' sourheasterly said Stednan
Street eighty and forty hundredths (80.40) feer to the point of

Containing 43,560 square feet, more or less.

For title see deed recarded in Middlesex North District Registry of Deeds, Bock
2647, Page 136, g

The said Maurice Marc Rohdeau was also known as M. Marc Rondeau.

-
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Historical References

This book, published in 1917, covers the Colonial times into the early 20" Century.

https://www.chelmhist.org/media/HistoryofChelmsfordMassachusetts RevWilsonWaters.pdf

History of
Chelmsford,

Massachusetts

Page 38:

If there were any roads laid out by the town before 1659,
they are not recorded. There were, however, roads in use
previous to that time. One of the first of these passed between the
cemetery and common, following the line of Worthen street and
Crosby place to the house of William Fletcher, some thirty rods
beyond the Crosby house. Soon, if not at first, this continued
toward what is now the house of Jas. L. Stearns and from there
by Golden Cove road and Stedman street towards the Merrimack
river.

| won’t bore you with all of the places Stedman Street is mentioned. They are listed in the Index.

------ -

aﬁﬁin Bh-t 38, 41, 43, 58,
438, 525, 526, 517,

Three people named Stedman are mentioned in this book. At least one other is found in genealogical

records around that time.
Dr. Jonathan Stedman (1703 - 1761)

https://stedman.one-name.net/getperson.php?personiD=1527&tree=stedman_main

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/K8NV-2QD
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https://www.chelmhist.org/media/HistoryofChelmsfordMassachusetts_RevWilsonWaters.pdf
https://stedman.one-name.net/getperson.php?personID=I527&tree=stedman_main
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/K8NV-2QD

Stedman Families on Stedman Street

In the late 1800s and early 1900s there were many people named “Stedman” on the northern part of
Stedman Street which was once part of Chelmsford but is now Lowell. From the Lowell City Directories:
https://archive.org/search.php?query=lowell+ma+directory

DIEHDINS MUY J. CATPenter, 195 Uentral, b. LU Middiesex

Stedman George R, carpenter, boards Baldwin, near West-
ford, near Chelmsford line

Stedmau Jolin, carpenter, house Baldwin, ncar Westford,
near Clhichasford line

Stedman William, Merrimack, boards 135 do. corp.
1875-76 Stonle Toanavd  Tlamiltan haawde 4 da saen

1886
1894
1900
1906
1926 ol Goy LG o R PRI BRIASI S b Ao R e D RS

Baldwin Street is just to the north of Stedman Street. This area is known as Middlesex Village because it
was at the head of the Middlesex Canal. According to the Wilson Waters book, this 660 acre region was
transferred from Chelmsford to Lowell in 1874.

Page 18 of 62


https://archive.org/search.php?query=lowell+ma+directory

There were 3 brothers in the construction and real estate business.

e John G. Stedman (1841-1915) https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/L4P9-LH8
https://stedman.one-name.net/getperson.php?personiD=126039&tree=stedman_main

e George R. Stedman (1847-?) https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/LZD7-MVK
https://stedman.one-name.net/getperson.php?personlD=124162&tree=stedman_main

e Elias W. Stedman (1851-?) https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/MCRD-Z54
https://stedman.one-name.net/getperson.php?personiD=1724&tree=stedman_main

Along with wives and children, there were a lot of Stedmans around that time.
Patricia, great granddaughter of John G. Stedman, reported in 2003:

I just got off the phone with my Dad. ... He filled me in with some more info.:

His grandfather was not a Mill owner but a "contractor" you were right. He donated land
to Lowell thinking the land was Useless. Hence Stedman street. ...

That all fits together. The Wilson Waters book refers to this area as “Great Swamp.” It is now the site of
a garbage dump landfill.
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https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/L4P9-LH8
https://stedman.one-name.net/getperson.php?personID=I26039&tree=stedman_main
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/LZD7-MVK
https://stedman.one-name.net/getperson.php?personID=I24162&tree=stedman_main
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/MCRD-ZS4
https://stedman.one-name.net/getperson.php?personID=I724&tree=stedman_main

When did Stedman St get its name?

Below is part of a map from around the time of interest. There is no date on the map but the file name
contains 1875. It must have been before that because Middlesex Village was part of Chelmsford.

From http://www.chelmsfordgov.com/CHCwebsite/PDF _files/1875Chelmsford.pdf
and today from Open Street Map
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Notice the shape of Baldwin St which is a little different than today. At the time the southern part bent
and lined up with the northern end of what we now call Stedman. It was a main road, not side streets
off Westford. This will help us to interpret the list of residents.

“Baldwin street was then the main road to Boston, via Golden Cove and Chelmsford ....”

- History of Chelmsford, Waters & Perham, page 480.
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http://www.chelmsfordgov.com/CHCwebsite/PDF_files/1875Chelmsford.pdf

In the 1875-76 Directory, we find a couple mentions of Baldwin near Chelmsford line. This would be
south of Westford St, i.e. present day Stedman.

DIEHDINS MUY J. CATPenter, 195 Uentral, b. LU Middiesex

Stedman George R, carpenter, boards Baldwin, near West-
ford, near Chelmsford line

Stcdm:m Jolin, carpenter, house Baldwin, ncar Westford,
near Chelmsford line

Stedman William, Merrimack, boards 135 do. corp.

CStoanle Tonnavd TTamiltan haawde 4 da sorn

ATA W AT LTAALEENA ASIAN Ay VY ALAW WY 3 AWMLY AVWEAE WE A UAAWURIL

McDonald George E. carpenter, h. Baldwin, n. Westford, n.

Chelmsford line
RSN AT A Y | FEESSAERTE. U B e 4 o500 T

The Directory has a starting point for Baldwin but there is no mention of how far it extends.
There are people listed near the Chelmsford line so it looks like the same name was used past
Westford as implied by Waters & Perham.

AW IAvINAVE W I“UU’ AR NTAER W - _~ A A "
Baldwm, from 900 Middlesex
o1 a " PR ) PETRANIAT A T SEBLLSEG S0 |

In the 1886 Directory, we find a description for Stedman Street and three residents.

Charles Goss is listed with address 203 in later years. This location is now occupied by the
“Stedman Park” industrial buildings.

George McDonald was previously described as being at “Baldwin, n. Westford, n. Chelmsford
line.” Now it says Stedman Street.

From this we can conclude that Stedman Street name began somewhere in the range of 1876 to 1886.
Even though we haven’t found a Directory listing with John and George on Stedman Street, that’s where
they were before the name. If we could find another Directory, in that time range, we should find the
Stedman brothers residing on Stedman Street before they moved to Wilder.
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A more recent History of Chelmsford has these, and other, references to Stedman St.

http://www.chelmsfordgov.com/CHCwebsite/PDF files/History of Chelmsford.pdf

HISTORY
of
CHELMSFORD
1910-1970

ELEANOR PARKHURST

Published by the Chelmsford Historical Commission
for the Town of Chelmsford

Edited by Fred Merriam

Printed by Courier Corporation, North Chelmaford, MA

Rt. 110 looking toward Stedman Street Rt. 495 overpass under construction, 1959

A o Fari A £

WESTLANDS FIRE STATION

In May, 1914, a special Town Meeting voted
8600 “for fire hose and equipment, the same to be
located in that part of Chelmsford known as the
Westlands.” The expenditures from this appro-
priation included lumber, ($82.66); construction
labor (838.01); apparatus ($468.40); and painting
labor ($10.35) for a total of $599.42. The 1914 ap-
praisal of the “Westlands Fire Apparatus” was
as follows:

Quantity ltem Value
1 Hose reel equipment $75
500 feet 2.5 inch Hose 300
1 Boston play pipe 15

1 Callahan nozzle 15

6 Chemicals 10

1 Hydrant gate 9
Total $454

The building sheltering this equipment was
on Stedman Street, about midway between the
Chelmsford Street intersection and what was in
1970 the Stedman Street School at 12 Stedman
St, and it was about the size of a one-car garage.
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Other historical records. http://www.chelmsfordgov.com/CHCwebsite/PDF files/Stedman 12.pdf

FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. | Form no.
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 215 -
Nffira of the Qanratarw Clota Wnnea Togton

1. Town Chelmsford

Address

Nime Golden Cove School

Present usepffice-school lunch program

Present owner_Town of Chelmsford

3. Description:

Date 1896

Source deed, town reports

Style
4, Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect Merrill & Cutler
in relation to nearest cross streets and ==
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric clapboard
Oautbuildings (describe) none
Lx 3 N Other features
Fra -
sl B Builder - A. W, Holt
IX) f: (]
driveway - _ R
‘:l.
| Altered Date
i \
T O Soff Moved  no Date
e ol Ave Sl& -}
5)} 5. Lot size:
gL r\? 21,775 sq. ft.
PAS One acre or less X  Over one acre
¢ Approximate frontage 167.5 feet
Approximate distance of building from street
o ca 55 feet
NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 6. Recorded by Jane B. Drury
SGS Quadrant
Organization Chelmsford Hist. Commission
HC Photo no.
Date November 20, 1976

Another example: Butters House, 34 Stedman St., recorded in 1980.
http://www.chelmsfordgov.com/CHCwebsite/PDF files/Stedman 34.pdf

Documents from the Chelmsford Historical Commission use the “Stedman” spelling.
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1900

Town Meeting

The following documents were sent to me by the Town Clerk.
Town way from Stedman Street Southerly. Recorded in Book of Roads.
TR aoy
'J(}-‘w—p(_ MCL_L/
: /
"D 2 A hmend ‘/'
T

e

S (o] L.Cf"fx_e 7 L7

—

~

/f(,,ww_a( 2 @rr 70fm

Q@Q% =24 ©
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Selectmen plan to take land to widen and straighten Stedman St.

7 i‘ / s S o Meass. ool /00/7__; 0

_Z,w s reloadeon b M/?;..? Pie pr0su0ns 7’de ‘
Ll 0 Yoo ot 2Truiypln K oo triey, Ao, |
Os Ieprnin Pliiel - Cx Dol LoiFFin L /m.. = 1
L Hie COM-Z;;O'&.% 4'“/,:—-'«7 ﬁ""" sl Gilhchis Ml

A LonTre , and Py r{/;a?-l—.—. Ll cts %amh-uéc,

MAA'MM.A‘&%M, el / '
m,_,ﬁ«. — _
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March 13,1900

| gr=cg—r=s=mrm

|

/ﬁe westerly line of the street 1s desorived as follows, viz:

Beganning at & stone bound at the boundary line between Lowell
and Chelmsford, which stone bound is on the westerly side end ‘&t the
southerly terminus of Stedman Street es laid out by the City of Lowell;
thence south 20 19 west 38 10/100 feet by land of Mrs, Samuel Tyler
to a stone tound; thence south 8% 2% west 490 25/100 feet continuing
by land of mrs, Samuel Tyler and laend supposed of Googins and land of
Micheel Roarke to e stone bound; thence beering to the left by & curve
heving & radius of 368 84/100 feet, 224 31 /100 feet along lend of
Rosrke and land of George W. Mclatire to & stone bound; thence south
299 sast 449 57/100 feet along lend of seid McIntire crossing black
Brook end by land of George E. Spaulding to a stione bound; thgnoq by
e curve to the left having & redius of 525 22/100 feet 217 87/100
feet ena continuing slong land of said Speulding to & stone bound;
thence by & curve to the right having & redius of 1274 80/100 feet
182 09/100 feet continuing along lend of said Speulding to & stone
bound; thenoe south 440 8' east 845 10/100 feet continuing along lend
of said Speulding, crossing Smath Avenue, so-csalled, and by land of
John Alton, and otner lend of said George E. Spaulding, 'till it
comes to & stone bound; thence by a curve to the right having e radius
of 490 91/100 feet, 347 72/100 feet along said Spauldang?®s land to &
stone bound; thence south 3° 33* east 880 61/100 feet ealong lend of
seid Speuluing, lend of Thos. BLurns, lead of Alpert C. Willaems end
lend supposed of Joseph Lemere to & stone pound; thence south 5% 17°
east 1752 62/100 feet by lend supposed of Lamere, Estate of Samuel
Putney, George Perry, Jeames F. Steerns, crossing the old road and con-

tinuing by lend of Freaerie A. sutters to e stone pound; thence by &

”

curve to the right heving e radius of 1604 35/100 feet, 199 74/100 feet
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by land of said Butters to a stome bound; thence south 1° 51' west

524 44/100 feet by land of said Buiters and land of said James F.

Stearns to a stone bound; thence by a curve to the right having a

radius of 707 06/100 fest, 108 88/100 feet along land of said Stearms

to a stane bound; thence south 17° 677 wesh maﬁgoaeqtbv”ﬁ: |
Stearns® 1and, land of the Town of Chelmsford and land new er formenly i
of J. M. Fletcher crossing Golden Cove Brook to a stone bound at the

County Road leading from Lowell to Chelmsford.

The easterly line of the street is described as follows, viz:

Beginning at a stone bound at the boundary line between Lowell
and Chelmsford, which stone bound 13 on the easterly side and at the
southerly terminus of Stedmen street as laid out by the City of Lowell;
{hence south 80 2' west 491 84/100 feet to a stone bound and contin-
uing soutkerly parallel to the wegteriy line above deseribed and dis-
tant fifty feet therefrom uniil it comes to a point at a stons beund
about 50 feet northerly from said County Road leading from Lowell teo
Chelmsford; thence by a curve to the left having a radius of 14 94/10
feet, 41 08/100 feet to = stone bound at said County Road.

Said lines are shown oa a plan of Stedman street iam Chelmsford,
Mass., extending from the Lowedl City line te Goldem Cove Brook &t
the County Road leadimng from Tewell te Chelmsford Centre. BSeale 40
feet to an ineh. September, 1889, Smith and Brooks, Civil Engimeers,
which plan is filed with the records of the Town of chelmsford’, Mass.
Je 0rmess 7&‘«( Lifhier o tticten ﬁ.u'dw“? 7««'1’»7
el lonid heceitnry /» Hrz freorfrrse. Arud g
tray as relocaled, & Ve % b aceoflince,

s R P Sty Ny Sl
it e

O el Afceretr /3,7 ). 5T
Vi i
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Lists of Residents

Chelmsford publishes annual lists of residents, compiled by the Registrars of Voters. These are available

for most years from 1931 to 2010. Here is a small sample.

1931:

https://www.chelmhist.org/City Directories/1931 Persons Listed Men and Women.pdf

In this case, the number is the person’s age, not part of the address.
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1955:

https://www.chelmhist.org/City Directories/1955 List of Men and Women.pdf
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https://www.chelmhist.org/City_Directories/1955_List_of_Men_and_Women.pdf

2000:

JUDITH A

ALPHABETICAL and by
17 YEARS OF AGE OR MORE

LISTED BY THE
REGISTRARS OF VOTERS

RICHARD F_BURTT, CHAIRMAN
MARTHA D. DOUXSZEWICZ

OLSSON
MARY E ST HLAIRE, Ex offico
TOWN OF CHELMSFORD, MASSACHUSETTS
2000

https://www.chelmhist.org/City Directories/2000 List of Residents.pdf

LANGLEY, STEPHEN
LANGLOIS, SUSAN JO
LANGLOIS, JR WALTER J
LANGNER, GAILP
LANGNER, JOHN W
LANGSETMO, KNUT
LANGTHORNE, CARMEN
LANGWORTHY, BARBARA
LANGWORTHY, JOHNR

70
138
138
115
115

27

95

1
1

OLD STAGE RD
WELLMAN AVE
WELLMAN AVE

~—~STEDMAN ST

— STEDMAN ST
MAPLE RD

— STEDMAN ST

EAGLE NESTRD
EAGLE NEST RD
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2010:

Town of
Chelmsford, Massachusetts

2010

Alphabetical and Street List of
Residents 17 Years of Age or More

Lidtad by twe HEGETHARS OF vOREKS
Jeatn A Ctuace, Crarrae
Muzhen G Ductinos
Wachaet I MeCalt
Chostehr L Delerwy Zx Oficle

https://www.chelmhist.org/City Directories/2010 List of Residents by Name.pdf

The 2010 edition is sorted by Street & number rather than person’s name.

STREET INDEX
PAGE STREETNAME PAGE
........ 126 STANDREWS WAY ..o
e 128 ST NICHOLAS AVE.
i 128 STAGERD..............
e 126 STARLIGHT AVE
........ 126 STATE ST.oocicc

........ 127
........ 127
STEDMAN ST PCT 6
u 6 AWAD, ANDREW A
R 6 FITZGERALD, JUDITH A
u 6 GOLD, NATALIA
u ¥ GILL, RYAN PATRICK
D ¥ GILL, SARAH CLAIRE
u 8 DALY, DONNA M
R 8 DALY, JR PETERJ
u 9 ALEXANDER, CAROLE A
u 9 ALEXANDER, JOHNT
11 LENZI, DEBORAH L
R 11 NEBEL, DOUGLAS L
n 12 MNRARRIFN MATTHFW <

Right from the beginning and into modern times Town Hall, and almost everyone else, agrees on the

name.

This is boring so far. Everything agrees. What does not agree?
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Places where Steadman is used

Google Maps Street View allows you to select historical images. This is at Chelmsford Street, Route 110.

Nov. 2017 - Steadman

Nov. 2018 - Stedman

Sep. 2019 - Steadman
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Someone else reported the street sign error but the case was closed - twice - without any comment.
https://seeclickfix.com/issues/5678618-traffic-signals-signs

Issue ID: 66TEE18 —

Submitted To: Town of Chelmsford Jack Alexander ‘
Category: Traffic Signals/Signs

Viewed: 65 times

Neighborhood: Chelmsford

Reported: on 04/09/2019

Tagged: signs, traffic

DESCRIPTION

At the intersection of te 110 and Stedman St, the street sign for Stedman St is misspelled as Steadman
St.

| bought my house in 1978, the deed says Stedman St. ['ve been to the library and research old town
maps, it was never called Steadman street, it has always been Stedman St. Please correct the signage to
read Stedman St

Mote: this issue was previously reported and fixed on 04/23/2018, but the sign has been changed again. It
is wrong.

The Town assessors office lists it as stedman.

Wy MA license says stedman.

WMy MA treasury checks come to stedman.

My Federal returns come to stedman.

Every peice of documetation | have sas stedman.

The street was named in 1742 for Johnathan Stedman.

There has never been a person of note in Chelmsford named steadman.

RE: http:/fwww.tgsi.com/stedman/Reports/RobertStedman_htm

Just do an on-line search. There is plenty of information documenting Stedman in Chelmsford and none for
Steaman before c. 1980,

The error seems to stem from sometime in 1980°s town census report, that erroneously named it steadman
and that has been propagated to junk mail senders over the years.

DPWWiHighway Division (Verified Oficial)

01/302020 - Flag

‘ Jack Alexander (Registered User)
| didn't get an answer for this complaint which is still a problem.

0143002020 - Flag
Jack Alexander (Registered User)
Can this be assigned to the town manager?

It needs to have some attention
07/032020 - Flag

DPW/Highway Division (Verified Official)

0&8/25/2020 - Flag
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Some of my mail (mostly the junk mail) has this alternate spelling, because the U.S. Postal Service
address database has a different spelling for the Chelmsford part of the road.

'(-' ¢ @ U 8 uspa.Com
l

Look Up a ZIP Code™ e K

| ZIP Code™ by Address

You sntersd (/,/

115 STEDMAN ST
CHELMSFORD MA

I more than one address matches the nfarmaton provided, try N

mumber. Edit and search again.

=z
STEADMAN ST "
CHELMSFORD MA 018241823

However, on the other end of the street, in Lowell, the expected spelling is seen.

uspscom/of

« ¢ @ )

| =)

EUSPSCOM Weld e Tk &

Look Up a ZIP Code™ 210 Gods™y Adbes

ZIP Code™ by Address

You entersd:

70 STEDMAN ST
LOWELL MA

THNO Ehiw o ack mMchan the iInformmation peovided, 1
Imbaor, Edit and search again

70 STEDMAN 57
LOWELL MA 01851-2703

This makes absolutely no sense at all. Why would different parts of the same street have spellings that
differ by one letter?

Where did they get that spelling? From the street sign? That’s the only other place with that spelling.
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Summary, so far

Essentially everything is in agreement about the spelling.

e The street acceptance in 1900.

e The history books and other historical documents all agree.

e People named Stedman were in Chelmsford during the Colonial times.

e Three related Stedman families, in the construction and real estate business, lived on Stedman
Street in the late 1800s and early 1900s. Genealogical records indicate that the street was
named after John G. Stedman.

o Town Hall records (maps, lists of residents. Annual Reports) have used the same name all along.

e My mail from Town Hall uses the same street name: Water bill, Car Tax bill, Real Estate Tax bill.

e Legal documents such as: Property deeds, Driver’s License, Car Registration.

e All of the modern maps, that | found, agree on the spelling. This includes the town’s own GIS
map used by many town government departments.

o Take a walk and observe all of the signs north of Route 3.

TEDMAN STREET
CHELMSFORDMA.

e Lowell is not confused about the street name spelling. Why are some of us?

Keep reading to learn about origin of the alternate spelling.
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Origin of “Steadman” spelling

This page intentionally left blank to build suspense.
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March 13, 1900 - Appears to be the original document
(Provided by the Town Clerk Office)

/ﬁe westerly line of the street 1s descrived as follows, viz:

Beganning at & stone bound at the boundary line between Lowell
end Chelmsford, which stone bound is on the westerly side end et the
southerly terminus of Stedmen Street es laid out by the City of Lowell;
thence south 22 18" west 38 10/100 feet by land of Mrs, Samuel Tyler
to a stone vound; thence souih 80 2% west 490 23/100 feet continuing
by lend of mMrs. Samuel Tyler and land supposed of Googins and land of
Micheel Roarke to e stone bound; thence beering to the left by a curve
heving a radius of 366 84/100 feet, 224 31 /100 feet slong lend of
Roerke and land of George W. Mclntire to & stone bound; thence south
2909 esast 449 57/100 feet along lend of seid McIntire crossing black
Brook end by land of George E. Spaulding to a stone bound; thgnoq by
& curve to the left having a redius of 525 22/100 feet 217 87/100
feet ena continuing slong land of said Speulding to & stone bound;
thence by & curve to the raight having & radius of 1274 80/100 feet
182 09/100 feet continuing along lend of seid Speulding to & stone
bound; thenoe south 440 8' east 845 10/100 feet continuing elong lend
of seid Speulding, crossing Smath Avenue, so-called, and by land of
John Alton, epa other lsnd of seaid George E. Spaulding, tall it
comes to a stone bound; thénce by a curve to the right having e radius
of 490 91/100 feet, 347 72/100 feet elong said Spaulding’s land to &
stone bound; thence south 30 33* east 880 61/100 feet along land of
seid Speulding, land of Thos. Burns, land of Alpert €. Williams end
land supposed of Joseph Lemere to & stone pound; thence south 8% 17
east 1752 62/100 feet by lend supposed of Lamere, Estate of Samuel
Putney, George Perry, Jemes K. Steerns, crossing the old road and con-
tinuing by lend of Freoeric A. sutters to & stone bound; thence by &

curve to the right heving e radius of 1604 35/100 feet, 199 74/100 feet

-
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by land of said Butters to a stone bound; thence south 1° 51' west

524 44/100 feet by land of said Buiters and land of said James F.

Stearns to a stone bound; thence by a curve to the right having 2

radius of 707 08/100 fest, 108 88/100 feet along land of said Stearms

to @ stone beund; thence south 17° 67’ wesh ma/;gwequn?ﬁ: «:‘.
Stearns® land, land of the Town of Chelmsford and land new er fermerly |
of J. M. Fletcher crossing Golden Cove Brook to a stone bound at the

County Road leading from Lowell to Chelmsford.

The easterly line of the street is described as follows, viz:
Beginning at a stone bound at the boundary line beiween Lowell
and Chelmsford, which stone bound 13 on the easterly side and at the
southerly terminus of Stedmen street as laid out by the City of Lowell;
{hence south 80 2) west 491 84/100 feet to a stone bound and comtin-
uing southerly parallel to the westerly line above deseribed and dis-
tant fifty feet therefrom until it comes to 2 point at a stons beund
about 50 feet northerly from said County Road leading from Lowell to
Chelmsford; thence by a curve to the left having a radius of 14 94/10
feet, 41 08/100 feet to = stone bound at said County Koad.
Said lines are shown on a plan of Stedman street im Chelmsford,
Mass., extending from the Lowedl City line te Goldea Cove Brook &t
the County Road leadimg from Lewell te Cheimsford Centre. Beale 40
feet to an inch. September, 1899, Smith and Brooks, Civil Engimeers,
which plan is filed with the records of the Town of Chelmsfore ; Masgs.
Jhie 0roness f&mo( Ll Co triden Pacit birng 7-fm'»7
el Lot M&Mﬂ?fﬂz;Mr% %JW
Soloe i Priretty et Fait Corm
sy as relraliu, Lo /7 for b aeeoflince,
g"'xie% ST lloaSl ) S ) g Seloctr
ff sl

-

?’Oﬂwb@; ‘ ettor JE By A )
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Right from the start, when there should have been absolutely no question about the spelling, it was

often misspelled In the Annual Reports for the first quarter Century.

http://www.chelmsfordgov.com/CHCwebsite/Annual Reports/

Year

Occurrences of
correct
“Stedman”

Occurrences of
incorrect
“Steadman”

Comments

1900

2

0

Accepted and
land taking to
widen

1901

1902

1903

1904

1905

o|0o|0O|O|O

R|IOO|O|N

Reference to
street in Lowell,
see below

1906

1907

1908

1909

1910

1910

1911

1912

1913

1914

1915

1916

Ol O|O|R|O|O|O|N|O|O|O

oO|O|0O|0O|O|0O|O|O|R|O|O|O
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http://www.chelmsfordgov.com/CHCwebsite/Annual_Reports/

1917 0 4 Street lights
between Smith
and Lowell line
1918 0 2 Street lights
between Smith
and Lowell line

1919 0 0
1920 1 2 Road funding
1921 0 0
1922 1 0
1923 3 0
1924 4 0
1925 4 0

Why were some people so inclined to misspell it?

e Correct in 7 Annual Reports.
e Wrongin 5 Annual Reports.
e Both spellings in 2 Annual Reports.

1900 Annual Report:

The 1901 Annual Report spells it wrong a year after it was accepted by the town:

The incorrect “Steadman” spelling began because some people had a tendency to spell it that way for
no apparent reason.

There is no trace of anyone named Steadman, in Chelmsford, until 1992. (details later)
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1904 - Stedman St. ceases to exist ???

From 1904 Town Meeting, in 1905 Annual Report, page 15.
http://www.chelmsfordgov.com/CHCwebsite/Annual Reports/1905 Annual Town Report.pdf

The following report of the committee on naming streets
was read and accepted:

School-house would refer to the Golden Cove School. The repurposed building is still present at 12
Stedman St.

Golden Cove Road:—From Town Farm, crossing Chelms-
ford Street at Golden Cove, by school-house and crossing Dalton

Road, to Lowell line attrect.

This was Smith Avenue in earlier listings but now it has been renamed.

Redshire Road:—From Parkhurst Road at old turn pike,
over Redshire Meadow to Golden Cove Road.

What was the committee thinking? Did they intentionally want to eliminate Stedman and make Golden
Cove extend all the way to the town line or were they unaware that the street name changed when
crossing over Chelmsford Street?

Whatever their intention, the town meeting gave the plan a rubber stamp approval, probably without
looking at it carefully.

There is a subtle but important point to notice.

e The committee on naming streets incorrectly thought that the Lowell part of the street was
spelled “Steadman.” This will be turn out to be an important clue later when assembling the
puzzle pieces.
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http://www.chelmsfordgov.com/CHCwebsite/Annual_Reports/1905_Annual_Town_Report.pdf

In 1908, the Road Commission went cruising around town, measuring the lengths of roads, and got a
total of 91.8 miles. This included:

You can find their report in the 1909 annual report, starting on page 105.
http://www.chelmsfordgov.com/CHCwebsite/Annual Reports/1909 Annual Town Report.pdf

Huh? What happened? Or didn’t happen?

Just because the street naming committee comes up with a plan and the town meeting gives a rubber
stamp approval, it doesn’t mean that the plan is actually carried out.

Stedman and Smith were still there.
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http://www.chelmsfordgov.com/CHCwebsite/Annual_Reports/1909_Annual_Town_Report.pdf

What happened in 19267

In 1925, a committee was formed to compile a list of all the streets and make recommendations.

Three of the members were the same as the earlier committee that tried to eliminate Stedman (i.e.
extend Golden Cove Rd. to the Lowell town line), rename Smith to Redshire, and incorrectly thought
that the street in Lowell was spelled “Steadman.”

http://www.chelmsfordgov.com/CHCwebsite/Annual Reports/1926 Annual Town Report.pdf

Town Meeting Article 13 (pages 40 - 45) was to accept a list of names for streets and squares, which had
been prepared by the committee. Do you think that everyone at the meeting closely examined the
entire list, before voting, or just trusted the committee and gave it a routine rubber stamp approval
without any scrutiny?

&

In that list, we find the original “Stedman” spelling twice and a different “Steadman” twice!!!

A lot of people were involved. Didn’t anyone notice the inconsistency?
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http://www.chelmsfordgov.com/CHCwebsite/Annual_Reports/1926_Annual_Town_Report.pdf

What was their original intention?
There are two possibilities:

e They intended to keep the original “Stedman” but it was a typographical error.

The two instances of "Steadman" are on lines adjacent to mention of "Stearns Square."
After seeing “Stea...” nearby, someone could have accidentally typed an extra “a” in
there. As we saw many times before, some people were just inclined to misspell it.

e Changing the spelling was intentional but they were not very careful about finding all of the
references.

They wanted to make the Chelmsford spelling consistent with “Steadman” in Lowell.

Alone, this is puzzling. After looking at other connected events before and after, | have to believe it was
the latter possibility.

So, this is what we got....
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1926 or later - Similar to the original but it has been altered

L W'\. Vﬂ (WQQ
Town “ay from Steadman Street Southerly 3/10/1900 7/"6 '

3 “e, the "slectmen of the town of Chelmsford, having complied with the
riculremertyr of the lav (n relarlion to not!ifying the oviers of land taken to
vites uw! -rralghten FThe town WAY knowr ac tedzan Street, estendirs <ociherly
‘rem the 'nondary lire betveen Lovell ant “helmsford to the “ounty ruad leading
‘rog lovell to Chelmsford Centre, and no objectlon having heen made, heve lald

~ut sald town wvay and the westerly line of the street ix described ss follow~:

Beginning at a stone bound at the boundary line batween Lowell and
Chelmsford, which stone bound 1s on the westerly =slde and at the southerly
terminus of Stedman Street as lald out by the city of Lowellj thence S 2° 19' u
38 10/100 feet by land of Mrs. Samuel Tyler to a stone bound; thence 3 §% pv y
490 23/107 feet continuing by land of Mrs. Samuel Tyler and land supposed of
Googins and land of Michael Roarke to a stone bound; thence bearing to the left

j by a curve having a radius of 366 84/10C feet, 224 31/100 feet alons land of
Roarke and land of George W. McIntire to a stone bound; thence 5 29° £
449 57/10C feet along land of sald Mcintlire crossing Black Brook and by land
of George E. 3Spaulding to a stone bound; thence by a curve to the lefr Naving
a radfus of 525 22/100 feet, 217 B7/100 feet and continuing along land of sald
Spaulding to a stone bound; thence by & curve to the right having a2 ndlus.of
1,274 80/100, 192 09/100 feet continuing along land of sald Spaulding to a
stona bound; thence S 44° B' £ 645 10/100 fest continuing along land of satd
Spaulding, crossing Smith Street, so called, and by land of John Alton, and
other land of said George E. Spaulding till it comes to a stone bound; thence
s 1° 33' £ 880 61/100 feet along land of sald Spaulding, land of Thomas Burns,
land of Albert C. Willlams and land supposed to be of Joseph lemire to a
stone bound; thence S 5% 17' E 1,752 62/100 feet by land suppesed of Lemire,
estate of Samuel Putney, George Perry, James F. Stearns, crossing the old road*

*Dglton Koad (continued)
276,
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STEADHMAN STREET (continued) Pags two

and continuing by land of Frederic A. Butters to a stone bound; thesnce by a
curve to the right having a radius of 1,604 33/100 feet, 19¢ 74/100 feet by
land of sald Butters to a stone bound: thence § 1° 51" W 524 L&/100 fest by
land of sald Butters and land of sald James F, Stearns to & stons bound:
thence by a curve to the right having a radius of 707 06/100 feet, 198 68/100
feet along land of sald Stearns to a stone bound; thence S 17% 7° W 691 &7/100
feet by said Stearns land, land of the Town of Chelmsford and land now or
formerly of J. M. Flatcher crossing Golden Cove Brook te & stone bound at

the county read leading from Lowell to Chelmsford,

The easterly line of sald street is as follows, vir: Beglnning at a
stone bound at the boundary line between Lowall and Chelmsford, which stone
bound Is on the easterly side and at the southerly terminus of Steadman Strest
as lald out by the clity oflowall; thence S 6° 2' ¥ 491 84/100 feet to & stone
bound and continuing seutherly parallel to the westerly line above described
and distant therefrom 50 feet untll It curves to a point at a stone bound
about 50 feet northerly from sald county road leading from Lowsll to Chelmsford:
thence by & curve to the left having a radius of 14 94/10C feex, 41 06/10C feer
to & stone bound at sald county read. Sald lines are shown or a plan of Stedman
Street in Chelmsford, Mass., extending from the Lowell city line to Golden Cove
Brock at the county road leading from Lowell to Chelmsford Centre. GScale 40 feet
to an inch. September, 189%9. 5mlith & Brooks, Civil Engineers, whlch plan is
filed with the records of the Town of Chelmsford, Mass. The owners of land

taken to widen sald way giving all land necessary for the purpose.

(eentinued)

277.
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{STEADMAN STFZET) (continued) Page threr

And your jelectmen hereby respectfully report sald town way as relocated

fo the town for 1ts acceptance.
Joseph E. warren
Arthur i, Zheldon
walter R. Winning - celectmen

Flled In the Town Clerk's offlce March 13, 1900,
Attest: George A, Parkhurst, Town Clerk

March 26, 190C: In Town Meeting read and accepted,
Recorded by George A. Parkhurst, Town Clerk

NOTE: ROEh By
~InF19261 csmu;l

edim %cadmn, are used in tho description.
that mngspobwf

as STEADMAN, the way the family of

(Criginal bock pages 236-238),

278.
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At first glance, this looks like a document from 1900 but it’s an altered version. That would not be
obvious unless you had seen the original. Even though it has been changed significantly, apparently in
1926, it has 3/10/1900 at the top and this statement near the end:

Flled {n the Town Clerk's offlce March 13, 1900,
Attest: Cgorge A, Parkhurst, Town Clerk

March 26, 190C: In Town Meeting read and accepted.
Recorded by George A, Parkhurst, Town Clerk

Dictionary.com defines “attest” as

“to bear witness to; certify; declare to be correct, true, or genuine; declare the truth of,
in words or writing, especially affirm in an official capacity ...”

Former Town Clerk, George A. Parkhurst, died at age 70, on February 3, 1904, yet somehow he attested
to this document more than 20 years later. How could that happen?

Who rewrote this document? We can’t be sure but the Town Clerk, at the time, would be a good guess.
Why didn’t the editor “attest” to the accuracy, of the modified version, in 1926, rather than attributing it
to someone dead for more than 20 years? Would this be considered falsifying a document?

Consider the curious note at the end:

NOTE: 'Bqth.up.on»jrw_;;‘! Sted®an and Steadman, are used in the description,
In1926 the ngme was voted by the town as STEADMAN, the way the family of
that name.spelled {t.

That is not what we saw for the Town Meeting in the Annual Report. The vote was to accept an
inconsistent list of street names that had “Stedman” twice and “Steadman” twice. Who was this elusive
“Steadman” family? That name is not among the 1900 land owners along the road:

e  Mrs. Samuel Tyler
o Michael Roarke

e George W. Mclintire
e George E. Spaulding
e John Alton

o Albert C. Williams

o Joseph Lemere

e Samuel Putney

e George Perry

e JamesF. Stearns

e Frederic A. Butters
e James F. Stearns

J. M. Fletcher
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There is no one by that name in:

e The Lowell Suburban / Chelmsford Directories from 1898-1899, 1900-1901, 1905, 1911, 1912,
1913-1914, 1915-1916, 1917-1918, 1921, 1925, and 1925-1926.

e The list of town residents, compiled by the Registrars of Voters, in 1931.

e Cemetery records from the Chelmsford Historical Commission.

These are very mysterious people. If they actually existed, they didn’t leave a trace. We don’t find any
record of a Steadman until 1992.

However the City Directories list 3 different Stedmans living there.
https://archive.org/search.php?query=lowell+ma+directory

DICHINS MU J. Carpenter, 195 Uentral, b. 10 Middiesex

Stedman George L. carpenter, boards Baldwin, near West-
ford, near Chelmsford line

Stedman Jolin, carpenter, house Baldwin, near Westford,
near Chelmsford line

Stedman William, Merrimack, boards 135 do. corp.
1875-76 CStanle Toannavd TTamiltan haawle 4 da sorn

1886
1894
1900
1906
1926 (o VR B & SRS SR R PSSR PSS U
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They were 3 brothers in the construction and real estate business.

e John G. Stedman (1841-1915) https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/L4P9-LH8
https://stedman.one-name.net/getperson.php?personiD=126039&tree=stedman_main

e George R. Stedman (1847-?) https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/LZD7-MVK
https://stedman.one-name.net/getperson.php?personiD=124162&tree=stedman_main

e Elias W. Stedman (1851-?) https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/MCRD-Z54
https://stedman.one-name.net/getperson.php?personiD=1724&tree=stedman_main

Along with wives and children, there were a lot of Stedmans around that time.
Patricia, great granddaughter of John G. Stedman, reported in 2003:

I just got off the phone with my Dad. ... He filled me in with some more info.:

His grandfather was not a Mill owner but a "contractor" you were right. He donated land
to Lowell thinking the land was Useless. Hence Stedman street. ...

The history books refer to this area as “Great Swamp.” A large part of it is now an inactive garbage
dump landfill.
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Some of the differences are quite significant.

Original 1900:

of said Speulding, orossaing Smith Avenue, so-celled, and by land of

John Alton, ana othér lend of seid George E. Spaulding, till it

comes to & stone bound; \thence by & curve to the right having & radius

of 490 91/100 feet, 347 72/100 feet elong said Speulding’s lend to a

__./
stone bound;(thence south 3° 53" eest 880 61/100 feet along lend of

se1d Spsulding, lend of Thos. burns, lend of Alvert C. Walliems end

Altered version: 347.72 feet have disappeared.

Spaulding, crossing Smith Street, so called, and by land of John Alton, and

other land of said Ceorge E. Spaulding til! it comes to a stone bound;\/:honce

s 3% 33" £ 880 61/100 feet along land of sald Spaulding, land of Thosas Burns,

Original 1900:

The easterly line of the street is described as follows, viz:
Beginning at a stone bound at the boundary line between Lowell
and Chelmsford, which stone bound is on the easterly side and at the

southerly terminus of Stedman street as laid out by the City of Lowell;

—

L. __iit a0 A) wané 401 Q41NN fant tn 2 stane bound and contin-

Altered version: While other original “Stedman” references remain intact, this one was changed.

The easterly line of sald street is as follows, viz: Beginning at a

stone bound at the boundary line between Lowell and Chelmsford, which stone

bound Is on the easterly side and at the southerly terminus of Steadman Street

e —

as lald out by the city ofLowell; thence S 6% 2' W 491 84/100 feet to & stone

bound and continuing southerlv narallal tn rha uesatsarlyv 1ine ahave Aserrihad

This is referring to the southern end of the street in Lowell. Someone who cares about paying attention
to details could argue that the eastern side of the road has no starting point because there is no

“Steadman” Street in Lowell. The street naming committee always had a problem with the Lowell
spelling so this seems intentional, not a typographical error.
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There is a lot to be suspicious about here:

e  Why was it dated 1900 rather than 19267

e How could it be filed at the town clerk’s office and read at a 1900 town meeting when it was
written decades later?

e Why didn’t anyone notice 347.22 feet missing during the careless copying and editing?

e  Why was it signed by someone dead for more than 20 years rather than the person who
rewrote it? Would this be considered falsifying a document?

A quick superficial glance could give someone the wrong impression. Digging a little deeper, it all
crumbles apart.

The well-meaning, but misguided plan, to rename the street, is built on 3 reasons:

e The town voted to change the name.
FALSE. Go back and review the Town Meeting report.

e The street should be named for a “Steadman” family.
FALSE. No trace of anyone by that name. Three (3) Stedman families lived there.

e Lowell called their part “Steadman.”
FALSE. “Stedman” for almost 150 years. No evidence of any inconsistency.

If you yank the foundation out from under a building, everything depending on it comes crashing down.
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Why would they do this?

Some of the pieces, alone, are puzzling. After fitting all the pieces together, there is a very clear and
logical explanation for why this happened.

Since the time when the street was accepted, by the town, in 1900, everything was consistent:

N —
ame of famllles Street name in Street name in
who had lived
Lowell Chelmsford
there —_— —
Stedman Stedman Stedman

Somehow the street naming committee got the idea that the street name in Lowell was Steadman so
this was how they viewed it:

Name of families . .
. Street name in Street name in
who had lived
Lowell Chelmsford
there E
Steadman & Steadman & Stedman

Having a mismatch doesn’t make sense. It causes confusion and disrespects the families for whom the
street was named.

What would you do? Probably make everything consistent. That is what they were trying to do in
1926.

They had good intentions but, acting on incorrect
information, made the situation worse.

We would not have this mess today if a more vigilant person actually checked the information source for
accuracy and pointed out the mistake before the botched street description got filed away.

| call this the “Steadman Street Snafu.” 1t has a nice sound and perfectly describes what happened.
They messed up. It is still causing confusion almost a hundred years later.

In the next few pages we will see that everyone, including the most likely author, ignored the bungled
street description rewrite and continued using the original name. Or looking at the situation, on a
deeper level, maybe they understood the original intent and followed that. Same result.
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No Name Change Here

If the street name changed, it looks like no one got the memo or they dismissed it because they
realized that the “Steadman” spelling was just a mistake. The Annual Reports are much more in
agreement, about the name, than during the previous 25 years.

We can’t prove who rewrote the street description, but it is a pretty good bet that it was done by the
Town Clerk. The Town Clerk was Harold C Petterson from 1923 until he died in 1956. It seems a bit
ironic that Harold C. Petterson continues to use the original name after he (probably) rewrote the street
description to have a different name.

Annual Report Occurrences of | Occurrences of Comments
for original new
“Stedman” “Steadman”
1926 3 2 Street naming committee report
(2and 2)
Jury list from Harold C. Petterson

1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954

Jury list from Harold C. Petterson

Jury list from Harold C. Petterson

Jury list from Harold C. Petterson

Jury list from Harold C. Petterson
etc.
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=
o

O|l0O|0O|0O|0O|0O|O|O|0O|O|R|PR|RIO|O|OCO|O|R|O|O|O|O|O|O|O|O|O|O

OO LNINIO|O (N

Page 54 of 62



1955 8 0
1956 8 0
1957 11 0
1958 7 0
1959 3 0
1960 1 0
Town Clerks continued to use the original name.
TOWN OF CHELMSFORD

CHELMSFORD, MASSACHUSETTS

EMARLOTTE I NE WoLF

TOWN S Magset 2L, 1961
NII’ AM.

B ceived from County Comiseloners copy of felocaticn and speoific

:'o ‘:u to both Gtedman Street und Coucord Remd See Conoord ead
r

Records related to the repair of the road retained the original spelling.

Page 55 of 62




Commomwealth of Massachusetts,

MIDDLESEX, Ss.

WHEREAS. ot & meeting of the County Commissioners for said County,
it jaweldld on the first Tuesday of Ssptarber A.D.1ggg .
On the petition of ths inhebltants of the Tosn of Chelmsford that

Stedras Jtreet 18 in neod of relocation and spooific repalrs

it was sdjudged that said._pelocation and specific repairs
are ... of common convenience and necessity: G 4 '
Said Commissioners thercfore give notice that they will meet at_the Gounty/ S
Orfice; Suporinr Court louse in Lowell -...onthe  ninsteenth
day of Loverber,lubGielaven of the clock in the. . fope . noon, to relocate and
direct specific repairs sccordingly.

Charles T,llughon Clerk.
Dotober 23, 1556 . a XR:&?”'
(it B Gorey—~
= e Ok Deppty Sheriff

| have more but you get the idea.

Almost all references continue to use the original name. Just a few examples from the Annual Reports:

1932:

ARTICLIE 17, To see if the Town will vote to sell to the West-
lands Improvement Association, Inc., for the sum of Two
Hundred ($200) Dollars or some other sum a certain parcel
of land with the buildings thereon known as the Golden Cove
School House.  Said lot contains about one-half an acre of

land and 1s situated on the westerly side of the Old Middlesex
Road, now called Stedman Street.
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1934:

1939:
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1958:

2000:

2010:
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The Water District kept using the original name: 1939, 1956

PLAN OF THE

CHELMSFORD WATER DISTRICT

CHELMSFCRD MASS.
SHOWING
PMPES, GATES # HYODRANT S,

BCALL SO0F LT A ICH WACNARTY (B

-{m/« T g rogirirn

EXTENSIONS TO JANUARY (935
ar
JEGE WT MONAMAN
CoAvil ENINLERS ¢ JuwrsTONS

f { PLAN SHOWING
v | & WATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM
O | CHELM SFORD WATER DISTRICT
) \
5\ CHELMSFORD
° v LUt
| £ MASS.
© - 7/ Scale: 1lnch=800Ft.
‘ % 1) o;’ff//"”‘WHITMAN & HOWARD ENGINEERS
Pﬁ qf" 2 /ﬁ 39 BROAD ST BOSTON MASS
§ ¥ P A SN jo=e
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The official lists of residents continued to use the original spelling all along, from the earliest available
list to modern times.

1931:
LANGLEY, STEPHEN 70 OLD STAGE RD
LANGLOIS, SUSAN JO 138 WELLMAN AVE
LANGLOIS, JR WALTERJ 138 WELLMAN AVE
LANGNER, GAILP 115 ~—STEDMAN ST
LANGNER, JOHN W 115 _~STEDMAN ST
LANGSETMO, KNUT 27 MAPLE RD
LANGTHORNE, CARMEN 95 - STEDMAN ST
LANGWORTHY, BARBARA 1 EAGLE NEST RD
2000: LANGWORTHY, JOHNR 1 EAQLE NgST R_D
STREET INDEX
PAGE STREETNAME PAGE
........ 126 STANDREWS WAY ..........ccccceeeeeeee.. PCT .. 8 L
........ 126 ST NICHOLAS AVE... eeree PCT ...6 ...
........ 126 STAGERD .....coeevvreeeen were PCT ... 9 ...
Alphabetical and StreetListof =~ | == 126 STARLIGHTAVE ... e PCT ...6 ...
Residents 17 Years of Ageor More | =emveees 126 STATE ST..ccceeeeen e PCT ... 9 ...
R el i O S [E— 126 eee e PCT ...4 ...
ey y e L I 127 C STEDMAN ST ..o b cceerreerersmssnnnnes PCT...6 ...
Ooten Losem xonde | e 127 STEDMAN ST oo PCT..8 ....
........ 127 S e PCT ... 1 ..
2010: L] e :Ez iE\R:ll;llPIJE:;L remenrnee eammeeaee e a——— EEI ...2 R

Most of Town Hall wisely ignored the 1926 Steadman Street Snafu and remained true to the original
spelling.
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Conclusion

“Stedman” Street was accepted by the town in 1900. (pages 24 - 27) Historical records reveal that the
street was named for John G. Stedman who was in the construction and real estate business.

Name of families who had Street name in Street name in
lived there — Lowell — Chelmsford
Stedman (page 18) Stedman Stedman

Decades later, the street naming committee somehow got the mistaken idea that the street name, in
Lowell, was “Steadman” so this is how they perceived it:

Name of families who had Street name in Street name in
lived there — Lowell ¢ Chelmsford
Steadman (wrong) Steadman (wrong) Stedman

Having a mismatch doesn’t make sense. It causes confusion and disrespects the families for whom the
street was named. What would you do? Probably try to make everything consistent.

In 1926, the street description was rewritten, apparently with the noble goal of making the street name
match the street name in Lowell and the people who had lived there. The committee probably had
good intentions but, acting on incorrect information, made the situation worse.

The bungled street description rewrite was almost universally ignored. (Or you might look at a deeper
level and say its original intent - to make everything consistent - was honored. Same result.) Town Hall
continued using the original name with only rare exceptions, which look like random accidental
misspellings, rather than being intentional. (pages 52 - 61)

Everyone else (maps, property deeds, history book, Chelmsford Historical Commission, business signs,
etc.) continued to use the original name with only two significant exceptions:

- The street signs.
- The USPS address database which trickles down into other mailing lists.

Without those two, the spelling mistake would have been forgotten long ago.

So, what do you think? After examining the historical evidence, which is the correct spelling? How can
we get everyone to agree?

Please share your comments on this subject. A discussion forum has been set up at
https://groups.io/g/stedmanst
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