












FORM C;~~ OBJECT Assessor's number USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number

I Plat 52 Lots I ~ D~

I !,2 I

Town Chelinsford

WestlandsPlace {neighborhood or village)

MASSAC~SETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

MASSACHUSETTS ARCmVES BUILDING

220 MORRISSEY BOULEV ARD

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125

Intersection CheImsford St. &
Dalton Rd.

Address or Location

Name Perharn Park

Ownership D Pub/ic
Town ofChelmsford
Type of Object {check one):

D Private

O monument
O milestone
O marker

statue

bust

group composition
religious shrine
boundary marker

other (specify)

Date of Construction 19208 probably

Source Howard Nickerson, Jr,

Designer/Sculptor

Materials Granite boulder with bronze plaque

Alterations (with dates)

Sketch Map
Draw a map shawing the object's location in relation
to the nearest cross streets andior major natural
features. Show all buildings between object and
nearest intersection or natural feature. Label streets
including route numbers, if any. Circle and number
the inventoried object. Indicate north.

Condition

O noMoved

good, some "weeping" from bronze on to
boulder

D yes Date

Fo//ow Massachuset13 Historica/ Commission S!lrvey Manua/ instructions for comp/eting this form.



OBJECT FORM

DESIGN ASSESSMENT O see continuation sheet
Describe the design features of the object, and evaluate in terms of other similar types of objects within the

community.

The boulder at Perham Park with a bronze plaque is very similar to others in the town, many prepared by area
monument/gravestone companies. Colmer Monument Works of Lowell prepared this monument. The granite boulder is 331f2
inches high and 31 inches wide. It is roughly finished on all sides but the front.
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mSTORICAL NARRATIVE D see continuation sheet
Explain the history of the object, and how it relates to the development of the community

In 1923 a triangular portion of the property was donated to the Town to be left forever a park. The following year the remainder
of the property was taken by eminent domain. to make it better sized. In 1925 $500 was spent by the Park Department to grade
the area. It is not known when the Westlands Improvement Association placed the monument and a cannon here, but it probably
was soon after this time. At one time there was a small plaque of some sort on the cannon which stands near the boulder, but it
has been removed. Alfred Coburn came to Chelmsford in 1930, and he ~ the boulder was there at that time, but he isn't
sure. Howard Nickerson, Jr ., born in 1923, came to Chelmsford with his family in the late 1920s, and he recalls playing on the
boulder as a fairly young boy.

ENTIRE INSCRIPnON (if applicable).

ERECTED BY A GRATEFUL
COMMUNnY IN MEMORY
OF THOSE WHO SERVED
IN THE ARMED SERVICES

WES11.ANDS IMPRoVEMENI'
~IAnON

COLMERMONT. WKS.
LOWELL, MASS.

BmLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES D see continuation sheet

Chelmsford Assessors' Records/maps
Town reports: special meetings July 2, 1923, Art. 1, & act. 20, 1924, Art. 2; meeting Feb. 9, 1925, Art. 21
Alfred Coburn: conversation
Howard L. Nickerson, Jr.: conversation



Fred Merriam
9/4/2004  F Merriam

Fred Merriam
'Perham Park'  Chelmsford Street & Dalton Road
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